Management of advanced bladder cancer in the elderly.
Patients over the age of 70 years will become an increasingly important component of uro-oncologic practice. Although few published studies have specifically addressed this population, it is clear that the elderly can expect outcomes similar to younger patients in the management of advanced bladder cancer provided care is taken in planning. Of particular importance is an understanding of the pathophysiology of aging, of the possible implications of the causative factors for bladder cancer, and of the potential impact of advanced age on the biology of urothelial malignancy. Future studies should specifically address the problems of older patients with this malignancy to ensure the optimal possible outcome and definition of the most appropriate balance of toxicity and efficacy.